
STREET TREE SWINGS - YES OR NO? 
 
On Sunday the 13th of September 2020, Councillor Carl Celedin from Como Ward stirred the 
hornet’s nest on a number of Facebook community pages by asking how residents feel about 
street tree swings. The comments below have been collated for your reading pleasure! 
 

    
 
 
WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE SAYING - FOR 
 
What’s next? Cut down all the trees in case children climb them? 
 
It gives me great happiness when I walk or drive by that children are enjoying them. 
 
I love them! It makes the community feel welcoming and family oriented.  
 
We better remove kerbs, they “could” be a trip risk, we better fix every footpath to  
make sure they are level- they aren’t and they “could” be another trip risk. These are  
both more of a liability than tree swings. 
 
Love the idea of taking back the streets, building communities 
 
Go all forms of street fun for the kids 
 
There’s a risk to everything though, I think they could have put other things in place  
to negate the risk. Heights, distance from road, certain ropes etc. Trying to find a solution instead 
of banning them should have been step 1. Banning them I feel is the last measure.  
 
I think that it's good to have them. Everything we do has a risk attached. As soon as  
we wake we are faced with risks. 
 
I love seeing the swings on the trees. I think it is sad that everyone has to suffer for  
others negligence. I am all for duty of care and ensuring safety, but this is a swing on a  
tree. Simple right to a childhood experience which is not seen enough these days. 



This is a beautiful photo of kids being kids and enjoying the outdoors instead of being  
inside being hypnotised/transfixed by tv/internet etc. 
 
I stopped and let my daughter swing on one recently! It’s such a shame that our  
litigious society puts an end to these lovely community things 
 
We loved our swing, and I’m so disappointed that we had to take it down. Lots of kids  
used it and it was so nice to hear the laughter from the neighbours. I can't believe one person has 
caused this. I understand the that people want to keep kids safe, but think  
about what we did as kids. We all survived! 
 
Love tree swings! Such a great way to get the kids outside and meeting their  
community. We've had one for 7 years, raised a few eyebrows at first but since  
Covid they are popping up everywhere in our area. If passers-by don't feel they  
are safe, then they don't have to use them. 
 
I think they’re excellent! Anything to get the kids out playing and meeting other kids! 
 
I’m all for swings in trees, cubby houses in trees, climbing pegs in trees and trampolines  
on front verges. If I was a kid today I’d sit on a video game all day too as playgrounds and streets 
are soooo boring these days thanks to liability! Until we change our suing mentality and take back 

responsibility for our own decisions and actions nothing will change  
 
At the end of the day, any single thing we or our children do comes with a risk... 
driving, walking in a park, magpie swoops. This is life and people have to take  
responsibility for things that happen that are within their control and weigh  
up the risks...make an informed decision. 
 
It is tragic when accidents occur and my heart goes out to those involved but surely  
this is taking things too far. 
 
I think the street swings and climbing things on the trees are so sweet, makes the neighbourhood 

feel friendly and warm. Please put your swing back up ! 
 
I love them and I remember when I put a gorgeous swing on the street front tree,  

which my kids loved, only for the council to cut it down  I was so angry &  
disappointed I put it up again only for it to get cut down again. Apparently it’s  
a safety thing. Ridiculous 
 
They are such a wonderful touch to the neighbourhood. Nothing better than  
seeing kids playing in the front yard with the neighbours or friends having the  
time of their lives! 
 
I love seeing them, makes it feel like a safe community, and a place where kids  
can be kids. It's such a shame when people ruin something innocent. Kids of  
many generations have enjoyed this... why are we denying another generation? 
 
 



One resident sent a complaint now 100 residents want swings! Only one resident!!  
Really? COSP needs to take a reality check. 
 
We live in Elizabeth Street and were told to remove the swing we had put up for local  
kids. I can’t tell you how many people have stopped to ask why it’s been removed  
and tell us how much they miss it. We miss it too as it was such a lovely way to  
enjoy a conversation with neighbours while the kids had a swing.  
 
A quick visit to neighbouring councils shows kids happily enjoying healthy play on  
their street. If the concern is safety there's a much bigger risk we should be talking  

about - which would we rather see in our streets?  or  
 
Swings tied to trees are a wonderful sight & what makes it better is to see children in  

their element as they enjoy the outdoors rather than transfixed to a device.  
 
Tree swings are awesome!! Wish we had a tree to swing off. South Perth Council-  
get with the times (or go back to the good old days when swings were the norm??!!) -  
Head over to Mt Hawthorn they not only have tree swings but flying foxes and  
cubbies on their verges!! 
 
I welcome anything that gets kids playing outdoors instead of inside on their phone  
or watching TV, and increases the sense of local community. 
 
Kids need every opportunity to play and be social. Our kids climb, swing, hang etc  
on the council verge trees outside our house. We meet loads of locals, young and old.  
It brings the community together. Why don’t we be leaders in this space and  
encourage play and social connections. Let these kids be kids and stop this BS  
about taking down equipment. From my understanding, and I could be wrong,  
City of Stirling don’t have a problem with it. 
 

Kids definitely shouldn’t play outside! Should be inside watching TikTok!  
 
I’d rather my kid came home with a graze or broken arm from imaginative play  
with “real people friends” than spend the afternoon playing with online strangers.  
Take off your shoes and climb that tree!!!!! 
 
Some people tend to forget they were children once. Any outdoor play is to  
be encouraged, not the opposite. I am all for tree swings on the Council verge  
or elsewhere. Let kids be kids. 
 
I always wanted to put one up on our verge tree but this exact reason always  
stopped me. Such a shame 
 
I love tree swings. I want to see them everywhere 
 
Ah yes, the village curmudgeon, glad he wasn't around when I was a kid. It is time  
the Council grew a pair and told him to p*ss off and get a life. 
 



Oh wow, what next seriously! Love seeing the verge street swings and agree with  
all other comments. It gives a great sense of community. Just let kids be kids and play. 
 
We had a swing on our verge tree & it wasn’t just our children who would come to  
play on it - personally I would like to see this sort of thing encouraged in a similar  

way a verge garden is promoted  
 
I think the value of the swing far out ways the negatives listed. I was talking to an  
elderly gent in front of our house with my little girl in tow- his parting comment  
of thanks for stopping and talking really hit home, we have obligations as  
community members. The swings plays part in giving the elderly, the lonely  
and other community members another chance to connect. 
 
Totally agree! Bring back the community vibe and real play! 
 
Put your swing back. It’s wonderful for all children to be children and have fun. 
 
The city should also consider that everyone is required to maintain their verge, yet  
not one resident is required to undergo any form of training and use of power tools,  
such as lawn mowers, edgers, whipper snippers, hedge trimmers and chain saws.  
These are far more risky to operate than a swing... 
 
I would support via deputation or letter signing etc to support swings, seats and  
other verge furniture so our residents can continue to interact casually 
 
People need to get a grip. A swing in a street tree encourages children to play there.  
And if they're little, there will be an adult supervising. That adult may also be  
interacting with other people in the street, observing suspicious vehicles etc.  
Instead, we're all tucked into our backyards, interacting with no-one. Swings in  
street trees promote healthy neighbourhoods. 
 
Love tree swings. It’s a sign of a safe family-oriented neighbourhood. 
 
Yes, let the kids have some natural fun, we did and survived 
 
Kids have had too many things taken away from them in school & playgrounds.  
I think street swings are great! 
 
The answer isn't more bureaucracy, but considering and applying what is a  
reasonable level of risk tolerance rather than creating another process which  
is prohibitive to well-meaning options for our kids to actually be involved in  
the community outside of their fenced-in yards. 
 
Progressive Councils allow them as they reflect community sentiment. e.g.  
City of Vincent 
 
That’s so sad 😞 getting kids to play outside and connecting with your neighbours 
is so important. I don’t understand why anyone would complain about this. 
 



WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE SAYING - AGAINST 
 

Swings are great but safety is imperative. In Melville my wife witnessed a child who  
was accidently strangled to death by a tree hung rope! 

 
I love the concept but unfortunately when minors are unsupervised tragedies occur! 

 
I love them and would love them to be around more! But I do understand where  
the Council are coming from - they are operating within a system of duty of care  
and negligence liabilities bigger than them, and because the trees are owned by  

the council, they are liable. I think we as a community need to think of other  

ways that we can contribute in this space  
 

If I was a parent I’d rather take them to playgrounds where the equipment has  
passed safety checks. 

 
In these times, I would err on the side of safety and use the ones in parks.  

Nothing to stop you putting one for your children (and friends) in your  
backyard. Lovely nostalgic feeling to see them on the verges, though! 

 
I do not think it a good idea to encourage young children to gather and play  

on the verge near the edge of the road. 
 

While I think street swings are a great idea, they can be dangerous if installed on to  
trees which have a propensity to drop branches. What would be better is if the  

City actually assisted in the process by checking the health of the tree, and perhaps  
even installing a council approved swing for a small fee. That would better cover  

them from a liability standpoint, without becoming the 'no' police. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT THE EXPERTS ARE SAYING 
 

If anyone was ever injured, then a range of entities would be sued - the person  
who installed the swing, the local government, any contractors the local  

government uses for its verge maintenance work. 
 

It is very difficult to contract out of negligence by way of a disclaimer - one of the  
limbs of the test to determine whether an entity has been negligent is whether the  

risk was foreseeable. The fact of the plaque is an acknowledgement that there is a risk. 
 

I know this all seems like unnecessary red tape, but these sorts of legal cases are real,  
and every time our local government gets sued, insurance premiums increase, and that impacts on 

the rates we all pay - so it's better to find a solution that manages risk  
rather than just railing against the City's position. 

 
A good start would be to get involved with the City, and see whether the Street  

Tree Management Plan street you live on mandates trees that are capable of  
being used for these purposes. 

 
These Plans are often very out of date in terms of encouraging the types of trees  

that are environmentally appropriate - as lots get smaller, verge plantings  
become more important. 

 
We should be encouraging trees with good canopy cover to stop urban heat;  

foraging habitat for native animals; safe trees for children to climb and play around.  
Also, should we be requiring these be interspersed with fruit trees? 

 
While I know this is an emotive issue, it's worthwhile engaging positively with the  

local government to show them the urban environment we want to see. 
 


